
Gun Violence Prevention:
Mobilizing for Action to 

Protect Children and Youth

Mark Del Monte, JD
CEO/Executive Vice President
October 5, 2019



https://webappa.cdc.gov/sasweb/ncipc/mortrate.html


https://webappa.cdc.gov/sasweb/ncipc/mortrate.html


https://wisqars-viz.cdc.gov:8006/
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HOPE IS NOT A STRATEGY

1) Identifying decision makers
– Reaching out to governors 

2) Building coalitions & set goal
– Medical societies
– Child health groups

3) Mobilizing members
– Quick and intentional action

4) Craft a message and speaking out 
– Pragmatic boldness, pick battles
– Be first, be right, be credible



WHY ARE STORIES IMPORTANT TO ADVOCACY? 

• Humanize: Put a face to an issue
• Illustrate: Paint a picture of how an issue 

impacts real children and families
• Relatable: We put ourselves in the shoes 

of that person
• Memorable: More than just a number or 

statistic 



PEDIATRICIANS AS MESSENGERS

• Inherently credible 
• Expert 
• Nonpartisan 
• Address issues through 

child health lens 



DOCTORS ARE 
TRUSTED VOICES


